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ñI do not hunt for the joy of killing but for the joy of living, and the inexpressible 

pleasure of mingling my life, however briefly, with that of a wild creature that I respect, 

admire, and value.ò ---John Madson, Out Home, 1979 
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Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration Program 
This program supports state fish and 

wildlife agencies to conserve, protect, and 
enhance fish, wildlife, their habitats, and the 

hunting, sport fishing and recreational 
boating opportunities they provide.  This 

program was initiated in 1937 as the Federal 
Aid in Wildlife Act and created a system 

where by taxes are paid on firearms, 
ammunition and archery equipment by the 

public who hunts. Today this excise tax 
generates over a hundred million dollars 

each year that are dedicated to state wildlife 
restoration and management projects 

across the United States. 
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Overview 
 The 2013 Indiana deer hunting season comprised four seasons: Archery (Oct. 1 to 

Jan. 5), Firearms (Nov. 16 to Dec. 1), Muzzleloader (Dec. 7-22), and Late Antlerless (Dec. 

26 to Jan. 5) season in selected counties. Additionally, 

there was a youth-only season (Sept. 28-29) that was 

open to youths age 17 or younger who were accompanied 

by an adult at least 18 years old.  Youths could take 

multiple deer during this special season for the second 

consecutive year.   

 

 The statewide archery bag limit was two deer. 

Hunters could take one deer per license for a total of 

either two antlerless deer or one antlered and one 

antlerless deer. A hunter could take only one antlered 

deer during all statewide seasons combined using 

archery, firearm, or muzzleloader licenses. This was the 

second year that a crossbow was eligible for use through 

the entire archery season with the use of a crossbow 

license.  Any deer taken with a crossbow counted 

towards the hunterôs archery bag limit. 

 

 Archers could harvest deer in designated urban zones that did not count towards any 

other statewide bag limit. Each urban zone deer required a separate urban deer license, and 

hunters were required to harvest an antlerless deer prior to taking an antlered deer if hunting 

with an urban deer license. The archery season in urban deer zones opened two weeks prior 

to the opening of the early archery season on September 15 and continued through January 

31. Archers were allowed to harvest up to either four antlerless deer or three antlerless and 

one antlered deer during this period.  Any deer harvested in an urban deer zone with the 

appropriate license during this period were in addition to all other bag limits.    

 

 The bag limit during firearms season was one antlered deer, and the bag limit for the 

muzzleloader season was one either-sex deer (maximum of one antlered deer harvested per 

hunter).  A single firearms license was required to hunt with any firearm (shotgun, 

muzzleloader, rifle, or handgun) during the firearms season, and a muzzleloader license 

(separate from the firearms license) was required to hunt during the muzzleloader season. 

 

 The resident deer license fee was $24 and the nonresident fee was $150. This was the 

second year that a deer license bundle was available, with a resident fee of $65 and a 

nonresident fee of $295.  The deer license bundle allowed hunters the opportunity to take two 

antlerless deer and one antlered deer, or three antlerless deer, across all seasons.  When an 

agricultural advantage could be gained, resident landowners who hunted on land they owned 

were exempt from purchasing deer licenses, as were lessees who farmed the land.  Deer 

could be checked in online or by phone for the second consecutive year in 2013, though 

traditional check stations remained active. 

 

 Special public hunts were held at Muscatatuck and Big Oaks National Wildlife 

Refuges, Naval Surface Activity Crane, and Camp Atterbury Joint Maneuver Training 

Center.  
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Bonus Antlerless Permits 
  

 An unlimited number of bonus antlerless 

permits were available at every deer license 

vendor statewide, and each permit could be 

used in any county. County bag limits ranged 

from A to 8 (Figure 1). Permits were available 

to both resident and non-resident hunters.   

Each permit was valid for one antlerless 

deer, and hunters were allowed to take as many 

bonus antlerless deer as desired, as long as the 

county antlerless bag limits were observed.  

Bonus antlerless permits cost $24 and 

$150 for the first permit for residents and 

nonresidents, respectively. The second and each 

additional permit was $15 for residents and $24 

for nonresidents.   

Bonus antlerless permits could be used 

during all deer hunting seasons except for ñAò-

designated counties, where the license could 

only be used beginning on November 28
th
. 

 

 

Deer Harvested by Season 
 

      A total of 125,635 deer were reported harvested in Indiana during the 2013 season 

(Figure 2).  This harvest was 8% lower than the 136,248 deer harvested during the 2012 

season.  The reported antlered deer harvest of 46,240 was nearly identical to the 45,936 

reported harvested in 2012.  The antlerless harvest of 79,395 was 12% lower than the 90,312 

harvested in 2012.  In 2013, the reported harvest for total deer ranks sixth all-time, while the 

total antlerless deer harvest ranks as the fifth  highest all-time in Indiana history.  The antlered 

harvest ranks sixteenth all-time.   

 

Of the 125,635 deer reported this year, 64,740 were checked in at check stations, 

58,887 were checked in online, and 2,008 were checked in via phone.  The phone call-in 

system cost users $3/reported animal.  Approximately 3.25 million deer have been reported 

harvested during the past 62 deer hunting seasons in Indiana. 

 

Figure 1.  Antlerless deer bag limits in 2013.  Shaded 

counties were eligible for the late antlerless season. 
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       Figure 2.  The number of deer harvested in Indiana deer hunting seasons 1951-2013. 

 

 

The hunting season began with urban deer zones 

(Sept. 15) followed by a youth only weekend (Sept. 28-

29). This season was created in 2006 and allowed 

youths 15 years and younger to harvest one antlerless 

deer. It was changed in 2009 to include all youths 17 

years and younger.  This year was the 4
th
 year youths 

could harvest an antlered deer during this season, and 

the 2
nd

 year they could harvest more than one deer 

during the youth season.  A total of 2,603 deer were 

reportedly harvested in 2013 during this season, a 

decrease of 28% from the 3,597 in 2012. This season 

resulted in 2% of the total harvest (Table 1). Antlered 

bucks made up 31% of the harvest, while 12% of the 

harvest was composed of button bucks (Figure 3). 

 

 

 

The archery season harvest (including Urban 

Deer Zones) of 34,477 deer composed 27% of the 

total harvest and was 4% less than the 36,033 

harvested in 2012 (Table 1). Antlerless deer 

composed 67% of the total archery harvest, up 1 

percentage point from 2012.  Bucks made up 33% of 

the total harvest in archery season.   
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Figure 3.  2013 Youth Season 

harvest composition 

817 
Bucks 
(31%) 

322 
Button 
Bucks 
(12%) 

1,464 
Does  
(56%) 
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11,556 
Bucks 
(33%) 

3,748 
Button 
Bucks 
(11%) 

19,173 
Does 
(56%) 

Table 1.  Number of deer harvested in each segment of the 2013 
Indiana deer hunting season.  Percent of total harvest in 
parentheses (totals may not be exactly 100 due to rounding). 

Season 
  Number of deer harvested 

  Antlered
#
 Antlerless Total 

Youth season 
 

817 (2) 1,786 (2) 2,603 (2) 
(28-29 Sept) 

    
Archery* 

 
11,556 (25) 22,921 (29) 34,477 (27) 

(1 Oct - 5 Jan) 
    

Firearms 
 

31,216 (67) 40,556 (51) 71,772 (57) 
(16 Nov- 1 Dec) 

    
Muzzleloader 

 
2,483 (5) 7,864 (10) 10,347 (8) 

(7 - 22 Dec) 
    

Late Antlerless** 168 (1) 6,268 (8) 6,436 (5) 
(26 Dec - 5 Jan) 

    
Totals   46,240 79,395 125,635 

*Includes  Urban Deer Zones 

**In 69 counties 
   #Includes shed buck harvest 

  

     
     

Figure 4.  Archery Harvest composition in 2013 
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The firearms season harvest of 71,772 deer was a decrease of nearly 4% from the 

74,487 deer harvested in 2012 and composed 57% of the total harvest (Table 1). The antlerless 

harvest of 40,558 was nearly 10% less than the 2012 antlerless harvest of 44,835, while the 

antlered harvest of 31,212 was 5% more than the antlered deer harvest in 2012 (29,652).  

Antlered deer made up at least half of the total harvest only on opening weekend of firearm 

season (Nov. 16 and 17), while the harvest of antlerless deer outnumbered antlered deer during 

the remaining 15 days of the season (Table 2). During the opening weekend of firearms season, 

only 32% of the total firearm season harvest occurred, down from 50% in 2012.  This was 

likely primarily due to a severe storm that came through the entire state on Sunday afternoon.  

Opening weekend contributed to 19% of the statewide total harvest for all seasons, which was 

8 percentage points less than the opening weekend harvest from 2012. Antlerless deer 

composed 57% (81% of which were does) of the firearm season harvest (Figure 5).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Table 2.  Number of deer harvested on each day of the 2013 Indiana firearm season (includes deer taken 
by bow, shotgun, pistol, rifle, and muzzleloader). 

    Antlered Antlerless Total 

Date Day N Daily % N Daily % N Total % 

16 November Sat 11,399 55 9,291 45 20,690 28 

17 November Sun 1,707 51 1,654 49 3,361 5 

18 November Mon 2,421 48 2,591 52 5,012 7 

19 November Tue 2,046 43 2,658 57 4,704 6 

20 November Wed 1,522 42 2,069 58 3,591 5 

21 November Thu 753 44 940 56 1,693 2 

22 November Fri 995 42 1,401 58 2,396 3 

23 November Sat 2,805 39 4,457 61 7,262 10 

24 November Sun 1,613 38 2,615 62 4,228 6 

25 November Mon 492 31 1,118 69 1,610 2 

26 November Tue 475 26 1,368 74 1,843 2 

27 November Wed 485 26 1,409 74 1,894 3 

28 November Thu 818 25 2,435 75 3,253 4 

29 November Fri 1,193 27 3,295 73 4,488 6 

30 November Sat 1,377 27 3,655 73 5,032 7 

1 December Sun 919 28 2,379 72 3,298 4 

Totals*   31,020   43,335   74,355 100 

* Totals differ from those in previous table because date of harvest is not known for some registered 
deer. This table includes deer from both the firearms season and the archery season during this time 
period. 

31,216 
Bucks 
(43%) 

7,705 
Button 
Bucks 
(11%) 

32,851 
Does 
(46%) 

Figure 5.  2013 Firearms season harvest composition 
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Figure 7.  2013 Late antlerless season harvest composition 

 

The muzzleloader season harvest of 10,347 composed 8% of the total harvest, down 1 

percentage point from last year (Table 1). This yearôs reported muzzleloader season harvest 

was 14% lower than the 2012 muzzleloader harvest (12,040).  As in years past, a large 

percentage of the deer harvested during the muzzleloader season were antlerless (75%) 

(Figure 6).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The late antlerless season in counties with a bonus county designation of 4 or more 

(Figure 1) was held for the second year.  A total of 69 counties met this criterion in 2013, 

down from 74 in 2012.  The reported harvest during this season was 6,436, with 81% of the 

harvest reported as does (Figure 7).  Nearly 3% of the harvest was reported as adult males 

who had already shed their antlers.  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Figure 6.  2013 Muzzleloader season harvest composition 

2,483 
Bucks 
(24%) 

1,300 
Button 
Bucks 
(12%) 

6,564 Does 
(63%) 

 

168 Bucks 
(3%) 

1,024 
Button 
Bucks 
(16%) 

5,244 
Does 
(81%) 
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Harvest by Equipment 

Type 
 

 Six types of equipment 

were legal for hunting deer during 

2013: archery, shotguns, 

muzzleloaders, handguns, 

crossbows, and rifles. Rifle 

cartridges were restricted to .357 

diameter or larger bullet, and case 

length must be between 1.16 and 

1.8 inches.  Harvest by equipment 

type is illustrated in Figure 8.  

Shotgun harvest decreased nearly 

11% from 2012, while 

muzzleloader decreased 16%.  

Harvest by archery and handguns  

also decreased (12% and 14% 

respectively), while reported harvest by crossbow and rifle continued to increase, up 20% 

and 5% from 2012, respectively (Table 3).   This was the second year that crossbows were 

allowed to be used throughout the archery season without restriction, facilitating the rapid 

increase in use since 2012. 

 

 

Table 3.  Number of deer harvested by type of legal hunting equipment between 2008-2013 seasons*.  
Approximate percent of total harvest shown in parentheses. 

Equipment type 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 

Bow 
 

26,369 (20) 28,497 (21) 27,186 (20) 26,715 (21) 27,580 (20) 24,288 (19) 

Shotgun 
 

68,520 (53) 65,839 (50) 61,920 (46) 54,683 (42) 51,815 (38) 46,458 (37) 

Muzzleloader 
 

30,295 (23) 32,745 (25) 33,527 (25) 33,571 (26) 29,488 (22) 24,935 (20) 

Handgun 
 

1,949 (2) 1,932 (1) 1,318 (1) 1,028 (1) 1,086 (1) 937 (1) 

Rifle 
 

1,788 (1) 2,809 (2) 9,125 (7) 11,930 (9) 17,827 (13) 18,846 (15) 

Crossbow 
 

827 (1) 930 (1) 928 (1) 1,091 (1) 8,452 (6) 10,171 (8) 

Totals   129,748 132,752 134,004 129,018 136,248 125,635 

*Values within this table do not exactly equal those tallied by season (page 7, Table 1) due to the fact that 
multiple equipment types can be used during the firearm season.  Additionally, differences arise due to the 
different methods required to analyze data when either the equipment or the season is unknown. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 8.  2013 harvest by equipment type in Indiana 

Archery  
24,288 
(19%) 

Crossbow 
10,171 
(8%) 

Handgun 
937 
(1%) 

Muzzleloader 
24,935 
(20%) 

Rifle 
18,846 
(15%) 

 

Shotgun 
46,458 
(37%) 


